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Revelation 12:7-12      





                    Pastor Paul Horn

Read All About It!

I.  Jesus wins!  (vs7-11a)

II.   Satan loses!  (vs11b-12)

In 1948 the governor of New York, Republican Thomas Dewey, ran against President Harry S. Truman for the presidential election.  Dewey was expected to win.  The Democrats were a house divided.  Every leading poll picked Dewey by a landslide.  The night of the election President Truman switched on his radio inside the White House.  (The president didn’t even have a television set at that time.)  He heard the news report claim that Dewey would win. He clicked off his radio and went to bed.  He woke up the next morning, clicked on his radio and heard that the President and governor Dewey were now in a tight race.  By lunchtime the radio had declared President Truman reelected to office.  Like much of the media that day the Chicago Daily Tribune was convinced that Dewey had won the election.  In their haste they printed the morning newspaper with this bold headline, “DEWEY DEFEATS TRUMAN.”

A battle rages on today, but it is no political battle.  This battle began since the world was created, and will continue until the end of time.  This conflict is the one described in John’s revelation of Jesus Christ.  It is the struggle between Satan and the Lord and his followers.  The outcome of this battle did not look good in days of the apostle John.  It doesn’t look good today either.  When we look at the world it appears that the headlines should read, “SATAN DEFEATS JESUS.”  The book of Revelation tells us otherwise.  If you were to summarize the book of Revelation with one word, that word would be, “Victory.”  If you were to print a newspaper headline that described the outcome of the book of Revelation it would read, “JESUS DEFEATS SATAN.”  Today I want you to examine Revelation 12 with me and explore “the war in the sky.”  You will see that Jesus wins and Satan loses.  And that is no misprint.

I.
When the apostle John received these visions or revelations from Jesus he was on the island of Patmos, 50miles southwest of Ephesus, the modern day coast of Turkey.  John was exiled to this island as punishment for preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ (Rev 1.9).  Through his visions John reminds his readers, who were themselves persecuted Christians, about the ongoing struggle between the saints and Satan.  Satan will try hard to win.  He will persecute the saints of God to make them fall away from faith.  But John encourages his persecuted brothers and sisters that Jesus will win.

There are some who are intimidated by this book.  No one seems to have a definitive answer to what it all means.  Too many offer their opinion on what they think it means.  There are so many graphic pictures and bizarre visions and the numbers, do we take them literally or symbolically?  As good Lutherans we ask, “Was ist das?”  “What does this mean?”  Like any book of the Bible we need to examine the context of the book of Revelation.  Let’s look at verse 7, And there was war in the sky. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.  Some often misinterpret this portion of scripture as the original fall of Satan and his angels.  Sometime after creation and before the fall into sin, Satan rebelled against God.  God threw Satan out of heaven and condemned him and his evil angels to hell forever (Matt 25:41).  This is not that account.  The vision that the apostle John sees here is the battle Jesus fought when he came down from heaven to earth.  John, in his first letter explains the purpose for this war, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” (1John 1:8)  What is the devil’s work?

In verse9 John sees this picture, “And the great dragon was thrown out, the ancient serpent, the one called the devil and Satan, he who leads astray the whole inhabited earth.”  John identifies the great dragon as the ancient serpent.  His readers would instantly recognize this snake from Genesis 3.  Next, John calls the dragon by his names, the devil and Satan.  It is obvious what the dragon’s work is from his name.  Devil means slanderer.  In John 8:44 Jesus calls the devil, “the father of lies,” and says, “his native tongue is lying.”  The devil’s work is to tell lies.  That’s how he tempted Eve to take the fruit in the Garden of Eden and plunge the whole human race into sin.  The devil continues to do his work as he leads the whole world astray.  The Christians in John’s day could look at the world in which they lived and see that the devil was doing a pretty good job.  Today, we can say the same about our world.  Today, Satan whispers his lies into your ears, “If everyone is doing it, then it must be ok.”  He wants you to ignore how God wants you to live.  Instead the devil wants you to follow the ways of this world.  He wants you to follow his way of living, which leads to eternal destruction.

The dragon’s other name, Satan, means accuser.  John in verse 10 describes Satan’s work, “The accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night...”  Satan, the accuser, is like a prosecuting attorney who appears before God regularly.  He tempts you to sin.  When he has accomplished his purpose he quick runs to the throne to accuse, to demand that you be punished.  How does that make you feel?  Satan reveals to God everything you’ve done wrong, every sin, every time you have missed the mark of God’s perfection, every trap you’ve caught yourself in, every pit you’ve fallen into, every time you disobeyed and trespassed.  Satan does this day and night.  “God, did you know what your “child” did today?  They rebelled… against you!  You demand that they deserve death for this!  So, aren’t you going to do something about it?”  As if it weren’t enough that the omniscient God already knows the wrong you’ve done, he sees that sin, you know…that secret sin you have that no one knows about, he hears the gossip, he reads the thoughts of hatred and jealousy.  And Satan agrees and says, “See!  You know about it too!  So destroy them in your righteous wrath and anger!”

There are many things of which you and I can be accused of.  In his vision John sees the accuser bringing his case before the throne.  Then John hears a loud voice in the sky which, in poetic rhapsody, celebrates the victory over the devil, verse11, “They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb.”  Satan cannot stand before God’s throne night and day and accuse you and me of our sins.  Why? Because of the blood of the Lamb.  John tells you what the blood of Lamb has done for you in 1John 1:7, “The blood of the Lamb cleanses us from all sin.”  In Revelation 7:14 John writes, “The saints have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb.”   Why wash your robes in blood?  Because your robes were full of stains, the stain of sin, sins that Satan accused you of.  Why blood?  Because this blood is the life blood of God’s Son, blood that is perfect and holy.  You have been washed in Jesus’ blood.   When your pastor poured water over your head, he poured Jesus’ blood over your whole body.  That act washed you clean of sin, forever.  At your baptism Jesus’ blood cleansed you from every sin, even the ones that no one knows about, except for God, even the ones Satan tries to lobby against you.  Satan can no longer accuse you, because of the blood of the Lamb.  The Lamb died to pay for what you and I deserve for our sins; God’s wrath and an eternity in hell with our accuser.  Because his blood overcame the devil, you too have conquered Satan.  Jesus wins!

II.
Jesus wins!  We’ll all done then, right?  The battle is over?  No more struggle?  Just because Satan lost his power to accuse doesn’t mean he’s done fighting.  The dragon has still not yet been cast into the lake of fire (Rev 20:20).  Satan and his angels know what the headlines will read in the newspapers on the Last Day: SATAN CONDEMNED FOREVER TO HELL.  That doesn’t mean he will go quietly.  John reminds his readers in verse 12, “He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”  Satan is a sore loser.  He is very angry that he could not destroy God’s Son nor make him fail.  He understands that he does not have much time left to do more damage.  The day of his total destruction is delayed until Christ comes again.  And while he waits, Saint Peter tells us, “Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.” (1Peter 5:8)  Satan is not the funny little devil in a red cape with pointy horns, tail and a pitchfork.  He is a roaring lion.  He wants to destroy you.  He wants to drag as many people to hell with him so they will suffer too.  Misery loves company.  Unbelievers he has already, he doesn’t have to work hard on them.  It’s you he wants.  He’ll use whatever tactics he can to make you deny your faith and reject God.

He used persecution in the time of the apostle John to make Christians fall away.  John received Revelation at a time of severe persecution.  Many Christians had to make a choice between remaining faithful to the Savior or denying him, a choice that often meant life or death.  And like all normal people, Christians love life.  And when given the option to deny their Savior and live or confess him and die, many Christians denied Jesus.  They loved life more than their Savior.  John encourages the saints in verse11 with the example of saints who confessed Christ, “They did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.”  To those Christians who held on to their faith, God’s message of forgiveness was dearer than their physical life.  That message of forgiveness is the source of true life (eternal life), life that can never be extinguished.  They were willing to be thrown to lions and subjected to the sword than to deny the life-giving word, their life-giving Lamb, who died and rose, so that they did not have to fear death.  Jesus revealed this book of Revelation to John to keep the saints strong, to reassure them, that despite persecution, despite even death, Jesus wins.  Satan loses.

How did these saints have the courage to confess Jesus?  How did they have the faith to remain strong?  You may be thinking, “I don’t know that I would have done what they did.  That takes great faith.  Now I may talk big and say that if someone put a gun to my head and said, ‘Deny Christ or I’ll pull the trigger,’ I would say, ‘No, Jesus is my Savior.’  How do I know that I would have the strength to stand up for Christ?”   John tells us verse 11, “They overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony.”   These Christians of old found courage to stand up for Christ because of the word of their testimony.  The word of their testimony was their confession in Jesus’ Words, the gospel.  That is what kept them strong.  This is how you will stand up to Satan’s attacks; this is how you will conquer the devil’s lies: with the Word of God.  In the final stanza of Martin Luther’s hymn A Mighty Fortress he sings, “One little word can fell him (that is, Satan).”  What do you think that word is?  It’s the gospel message.  The good news that Jesus, the Lamb of God, shed his blood for you, to wash you clean of all your sins; the good news that has power and authority.  Peter warned us about the roaring lion, in the very next verse he says, “Resist him, standing firm in your faith.” (1Peter 5:9)  Although Satan is out to rip you to pieces, you can and will defeat him.  You can and will resist his temptations, with the power and authority of the Word of Jesus, your testimony, the same witness the saints of old proclaimed.  Jesus wins!  Satan loses!

In 1987 the Minnesota Twins baseball team won their first World Series Championship.  That next morning, the headline of the daily newspaper read TWINS WIN SERIES.  This was no misprint.  This was not a newspaper that had hastily reported the supposed victory of a presidential candidate.  This was fact.  The Twins had won.  At the End of Time, if there are any newspapers to print, the headlines will read, “JESUS WINS!  SATAN LOSES!”  This will not be a misprint.  Jesus has already won the victory over Satan for you.  Print the headlines now.  He can no longer accuse you before the throne of God in heaven, because of the blood of the Lamb.  While he prowls around, waiting to be locked up forever, he will come looking for you, to devour your soul.  But you will win the victory over him, because of the word of your witness, your testimony of the gospel, the good news that the Lamb shed his blood for you.  Go home today confident, because Jesus wins.  Amen.

